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For if it be said that few important ele-
ments in the American culture are underived
from England, it is equally true that not one
of these escaped the modifying or magnify-
ing stimuli of America's growth and conflict.
Puritanism, a grim counsellor in seventeenth-
century England, became in America a giant
setting its foot on later generations. Romanti-
cism, to cite another example, restrained in
England by a deeper culture, found across the
sea expressions at once virile and grotesque,
as in Walt Whitman. So with philosophy and
political thought; these also took on strange
guises in the America which Emerson called
both intelligent and sensual. Not only were
these familiar attitudes altered under the new
sky, but original currents, unknown in "our
old home", bore us along, as in our passion for
the frontier, to convictions concerning litera-
ture peculiarly our own. We study, then, not,
as in some literatures of Europe, the logical
evolution of a pattern through hundreds
of years, but our assimilation within three
centuries of many modes of thought, some
drawn from the parent stock, others from the
consequences of setting down a few English-
men in the seventeenth century on a narrow'
strip of land between the wilderness and the
sea.
These pioneers and explorers, landing in
Virginia in 1607, aiming more frankly than
the colonists of Massachusetts, thirteen years
later, to better their worldly condition, pro-